Special Commemorative Edition
Central Depository Company

Tribute to
Late Muhammad Hanif Jakhura
Late Muhammad Hanif Jakhura, CEO-CDC (2002-2017) passed away on
January 9, 2017 in Makkah during his Umrah visit.
This is a humble effort of Central Depository Company of Pakistan Limited
to pay homage to its longest serving CEO for leading the depository onto
the path of growth and success.

Contents

A Lifetime of Achievements

03

Muhammad Hanif Jakhura: the Man
1. a Friend
2. a Colleague
3. a Boss

06

Condolence Letter by Chairman SECP

07

Industry Condolences (Pakistan)

09

Tribute by CDC Board of Directors

10

Behind the rise of CDC

11

Industry Condolences (Global)

13

Remembering Those We Lost in 2016

CUSTODIAN
THE

SLATE

01

CUSTODIAN
THE

SLATE

A Lifetime of Achievements
For many, he died a desirable death- an end befitting a triumphant life. At 54,

Muhammad Hanif Jakhura had achieved much that many could only aspire for.

A

lmost two decades ago,
CDC was established to
alter the course of Pakistan
Capital Market. Today, it proudly
stands as a symbol of innovation
and trust in the corporate sector
across the nation. This track record
of excellence is surely a product of
sustained efforts of a team and
utmost conviction of stakeholders.
BUT, it is no exaggeration to say that
without the visionary leadership of
Late Muhammad Hanif Jakhura,
CDC would never have reached
such heights of accomplishment.
In 1991, after completing Chartered
Accountancy studies, Mr. Jakhura
proved his mettle while working for
leading corporate organizations,
and at a young age of 31 became one
of the founding members of
Pakistan’s first and only securities
depository.
Within less than a decade he
climbed right to the top. He became
the Chief Executive Officer of CDC
in 2002. At the same time he also
served as the CEO of the National
Clearing Company of Pakistan
Limited (NCCPL)* until it was
handed over to an independent
management in 2005. (*NCCPL was
initially operated by CDC). Mr.
Jakhura was a go-getter. It was his
ability to aim high and make things
attainable that helped CDC evolve
into a market shaping,
revolutionizing infrastructure

institution of Pakistan Capital
Market.
During his 14 year tenure as
CEO-CDC, Mr. Jakhura represented
the Company on various national
and international platforms, each
time amassing acknowledgement
and appreciation for his passionate
drive to innovate and develop CDC
into a world class depository.
Through his aggressive approach,
CDC managed to carve its own
distinct position in the global CSD
community, carving several
knowledge sharing and
collaborative initiatives with
international depositories.
Mr. Jakhura also served as the
Chairman of the Asia-Pacific CSD
Group (ACG) Executive Committee
for the term 2014-2016. By virtue of
his chairmanship, CDC was acting
as the ACG Secretariat. As ACG
Executive Committee Chairman he
also represented the Asia-Pacific
Region on the World Forum of
CSDs. At the end of the term, many
in the association were of the view
that under Mr. Jakhura’s resourceful
leadership the association has
transformed into a vibrant body and
has become the true voice of Asian
Depositories on the global front. His
efforts were thus acknowledged and
he was re-elected to serve for the
second term 2017-2019 as well,
before providence took him away
from our midst.

His accomplishments are spread
over a wide spectrum of initiatives,
ranging from introducing
diversification in the Company
business to launching investor
cultivation activities. One of his
prominent achievements to broaden
investor base in Pakistan’s Capital
Market is the launch of Abbottabad
Sarmayakari Markaz (ASM). He
was appointed as the head of a
committee (formed by SECP) with
the mandate to help establish
Capital Market Hubs in second tier
cities of Pakistan in the beginning of
2015, and by the end of that year the
first hub was already serving the
residents of the Hazara belt.
Inspite of his success and stature in
the corporate sector, Mr. Jakhura
never shied away from an
opportunity to learn new and
contemporary methods of business.
It was only last year that he, amid
all his commitments, managed to
attend the Advance Management
Program conducted by Harvard
Business School.
He was a part of CDC when it was a
mere idea, and he left it at the
heights of success and recognition
with a team of over 400 employees.
His larger than life legacy will
forever remain an integral part of
CDC’s journey.
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Muhammad Hanif Jakhura

The Man
a Friend

by Kalim Farooqui, Managing Director, Technology Links (Pvt) Limited

“I shall pass through this world but once, any good therefore that I can do, or any kindness that I can show to
any human being, let me do it now, let me not defer or neglect it, for I shall not pass this way again.”
Stephen Grellet (1773-1855)
The void created by the sudden and
untimely demise of someone as
widely respected and adored as
Muhammad Hanif Jakhura, is still
extremely hard to grasp. He was
someone whom his friends, business
associates and even his colleagues at
CDC looked up to and cherished. His
sincerity, commitment and affection
towards all has left behind a legacy
which is deeply etched into the hearts
and minds of many. We will continue
to share our stories and reminisce the
treasure of moments of association
with him. No matter in whatever
capacity one came across him, in the
process we all ended up as friends
with him and as a close acquaintance
he was always ready to give a patient
hearing, respectfully extending his
helping hand.
The numerous accomplishments
and the recognition achieved by
CDC in such short span of its
existence, not only nationally but
also internationally, speak volumes
about Hanif’s administrative,
managerial and professional
acumen coupled with his
determined efforts to ensure that
CDC today stands out to be a world
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personality, noble qualities and his
enviable traits as I considered his
existence to be larger than life.

class institution. Much could be
attributed to his vision and to his
efforts towards helping Pakistan
Capital Market gain international
recognition and respect. Within the
organization itself, he implemented
the core values essential to ensure a
sense of belonging among his staff
leading CDC to be trusted and
counted as a responsible corporate
citizen. A fact substantiated by the
exponential growth and progress
made by the depository with him as
its leader. Muhammad Hanif
Jakhura can, and should be, counted
amongst those few outstanding
individuals whose contribution has
made the corporate sector of
Pakistan, proud. No choice of words
can essentially describe his towering

There was unceasingly an element
of graciousness in whatever he did
or pursued and which continued till
his very last day. He travelled to his
heavenly abode from the very
sacred land of the two holy
mosques; a blissful offer from divine
as well. He has left behind a shining
mirror to reflect upon us all his
fortes and achievements and
perhaps for us to believe that he
precisely understood what Stephen
Grellet in the 18th century
envisioned about what a human in
his lifespan should accomplish.
“Defer” he did not and
undoubtedly “neglect” he didn’t.
Whatever he planned for himself
to do, despite the many odds and
challenges, he displayed firm
resolve and required perseverance
to achieve it.
May his soul be blessed and
may he rest in eternal peace.
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a Colleague
by Aftab Ahmed Diwan

My association with Muhammad
Hanif Jakhura spanned over 18
years. Hanif was not only a
colleague and a senior, but also a
good friend and family to me and
many of us at CDC. I joined CDC in
the beginning years of its journey
and Hanif and I were a part of a
team that contributed immensely to
the establishment of this market
shaping organization. The members
of this team remained together in
not only the thick and thin of our
commitment to this company but
also in each other’s lives as
colleagues and friends.
Hanif not only had a major role in
CDC’s progress and the way we
operate on a day to day basis but
also in how we became the most
reputed, respectable and stable

institution of the Pakistan Capital
Market. We have survived with
vigor and our head held high in
times of market instability and
distressful times. This stability was
the result of Hanif’s vision and risk
management in his decision making.
All these years, he remained a force
to reckon with and kept challenging
himself and the entire team of CDC
to the toughest of tasks. His
perseverance kept us on the
winning track. I have not seen a
more committed person to his job
and responsibility in my life. His
leadership, vision and utmost
commitment towards CDC’s
progress were the key reasons of
CDC’s continued success over the
past two decades. Hanif’s
contribution is indeed
overwhelming. He leaves behind a

legacy that will always be cherished.
CDC was probably the most
important element of Hanif’s life. It
was his biggest pride and
achievement. His sudden passing
away was the most difficult and
challenging time CDC has faced as
an organization. I feel contented to
say that not only his life was full of
prides and accomplishments but in
his demise too that happened at
Masjid-ul-Haram, the holiest of all
places, he was lucky and blessed.
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a Boss

by Shariq Naseem
The best executive is one who has sense enough to pick good people to do what he wants done, and self-restraint
enough to keep from meddling with them while they do it. - Theodore Roosevelt
I have had the pleasure of working
under the leadership of Hanif sab
for a greater part of my professional
life. I saw him lead CDC to become
an integral part of this country’s
corporate identity. For me, his
visionary leadership and value
system served as a guidance, a
paradigm to meet goals and targets
with precision and achieve
excellence in performance.
It was something about his
character, his candor that enabled
everyone to believe in his leadership
and do great work every day. His
good natured personality
complemented his futuristic
mindset and admirable work ethic.
Undoubtedly, therefore, he was
admired by each and every person
who worked with him.
As CEO, his best trait was that he
believed in giving his subordinates
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liberty to make their own decisions.
He was well aware of the
capabilities of each and every
member of his team and once a task
was delegated, he placed complete
trust on the person’s ability to fulfill
it according to his expectations. This
is the reason I always felt a sense of
freedom, and an ease to try new
methods under his leadership. Even
though I made mistakes on the way,
yet I knew my efforts won’t go
unnoticed and it helped me learn
and grow through the process. I
always found Hanif sab as someone
who was appreciative of our work,
and celebrated our victories.
His guidance and wisdom was not
only limited to the workplace, but
extended to our personal lives as
well. I found in him a most sincere
ear in difficult times. I feel
privileged to have known him and
his sudden and sad demise has

indeed left a void in my life that
cannot be filled. However, it is a
solace that he passed away in the
holiest of all places in the world.
“Truly, to Allah we belong and truly,
to Him we shall return”. May Allah
grant him the highest rank in
Jannah.
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Chairman SECP’s
Letter of Condolence
to CDC Board of Directors

O

n behalf of the Securities and Exchange Commission of Pakistan, I offer deepest and heartfelt
condolences to the Central Depository Company of Pakistan Limited and its board of directors on
the sudden demise of the Chief Executive Officer, Mr. Muhammad Hanif Jakhura.

It is indeed a moment of huge sense of loss and grief, not only for those who knew Mr. Jakhura personally and
professionally, but also for the entire capital market of the country. Mr. Hanif Jakhura was a thorough
professional and a gentleman of high caliber and integrity.
His recent re-election as the Chairman of the Executive Committee of the Asia Pacific Central Securities
Depository Group and his chairmanship of the World Forum of CSDs was indeed a matter of honor for
Pakistan and its capital market. His death is an irrecoverable loss as he took CDC to new heights of success
and professionalism during his tenure. His service for the CDC and the capital market will be remembered for
a long time to come.
I believe that the CDC will continue to set new standards of excellence and fulfil expectations
we have from it as a core institution, in keeping with the late CEO’s tradition. I expect that
the CDC board will provide the desired direction and guidance to the institution in
these times to ensure that there is no disruption in its affairs.

Zafar-ul-Haq Hijazi
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Industry Condolences (Pakistan)
Mr. Hanif Jakhura’s energy and drive for perfection inspired
one and all. Mr. Jakhura’s services will be long remembered
and he will always be in our hearts and prayers. His death is
certainly a great loss for the nation, for we have lost a
staunch professional and a remarkable human being. He will
be sorely missed.

Muhammad Raza Baqir
Executive Director
ICMA Pakistan
We had known Mr. Hanif Jakhura for many years and
always admired him for his integrity, professionalism and
courteous behavior.

M. Umer Rashid Khan
Manager-Corporate Secretariat
Habib Bank Limited
Nausheen Ahmad
Company Secretary Habib Bank Limited
The NCCPL Board extends its heartfelt condolence and pray
to Almighty Allah to rest the departed soul in eternal peace
and grant courage to all friends, colleagues and members of
the family of the deceased to bear this irreparable loss with
fortitude.

Muhammad Lukman
Chief Executive Officer
National Clearing Company of Pakistan
Limited

Hanif sahib was not only an integral part of CDC but also of
Pakistan’s capital markets. His passing away is a true loss to
those of us in the financial industry and his innovative
astuteness will surely be missed.

Muhammad Naveed Iqbal
Senior Dealer – Treasury Sales
Pak Oman Investment Company Limited

It was most shocking to hear the sad demise of Mr. Muhammad
Hanif Jakhura, CEO-CDC. Although this is Allah’s will
ordained in his laws and indeed a sad reality of life. We accept it
with a heavy heart as we all have to pass through this phase.

Mushtaq Ahmed Mian
Member Board of Trustees
Ghurki Trust and Teaching Hospital

Mr. Muhammad Hanif Jakhura was an extremely knowledgeable and well respected personality; we often sought his
advice and guidance on various matters.

Mr. Habib-ur-Rahman
Chief Executive Officer
Atlas Asset Management Limited

For and on behalf of the NCCPL Board of Directors

Ali H. Shirazi
Director
Atlas Asset Management Limited

Please accept our heartfelt condolences on the sad demise of
Mr. Hanif Jakhura. May Allah rest his soul in heavenly
peace.

May almighty Allah shower his infinite blessings on the
departed soul and highest place in Jannah. Also grant patience
to all of us to bear this irreparable loss.

Tahir Ahmed
Managing Director & Chief Executive
Jubilee General Insurance

Faraz Mubeen Jumani
Managing Director
Jumani Group of Companies (Private)
Limited
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May Allah Almighty bless the departed soul and grant you
and his family the strength and fortitude to bear this
irreparable loss!

Many of us here knew him personally, and his personality
trait was well-loved. Mr. Hanif was a valuable asset for CDC,
and we mourn the loss along with you.

Brig. Ashfaq Ahmed, SI(M) (Retd)
Company Secretary
Fauji Fertilizer Company Limited

Muhammad Tariq Sumar
Gr. Chief Financial Officer & Com. Secretary
Coastal Refinery (Private) Limited

We are extremely shocked to hear about the demise of our
great friend and CEO of CDC, Mr. Hanif Jakhura. It is
indeed a great loss which can be retained by no means.

It is indeed very shocking and sad to hear about the sudden
demise of Mr. Muhammad Hanif Jakhura while performing
his religious duties in Saudi Arabia. This must be a big loss
to the family and Central Depository Company.

Asif Ismail
C.O.O & Director
Premier Cables (Private) Limited

Isphanyar M Bhandara
Chief Executive
Murree Brewery Company Limited

He was a true visionary and with his death the CDC has
really lost a vital member of its executive team.

Please accept our deepest condolences. May Allah Almighty
rest his soul in eternal peace.

Saleem Iqbal Khawaja
Chief Executive Officer
Corplink (Private) Limited

Jawed H. Karim
Honorary Secretary
Karachi Club
Ashfaq Yousuf Tola
President
Karachi Club
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Tribute by

Members of Board of
Directors of Central
Depository Company of
Pakistan Limited

T

he members of the Board of
Directors of Central
Depository Company of
Pakistan Limited acknowledge and
highly appreciate the meritorious
and invaluable contributions made
by Mr. Muhammad Hanif Jakhura
(late) as Chief Executive Officer of
the Company from the day of his
appointment until sudden demise.
His role was not only acknowledged
nationally but also at the global
level. His stature was a matter of
great pride for CDC as well as for
Pakistan’s financial sector. Mr.
Hanif Jakhura was a true visionary
who transformed CDC from a
rudimentary depository to an
institution of international repute.
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His contribution towards the
development of capital market and
investor protection are most
laudable. He was a man of
character, honesty, integrity and
high moral values.
Members of the CDC Board
strongly believe that with the solid
foundation laid down by Mr.
Muhammad Hanif Jakhura, CDC
will continue to progress and
prosper as a world class institution.
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Behind the rise of CDC

F

or anyone who has been
associated with CDC for more
than a decade, Late
Muhammad Hanif Jakhura was ‘the
CEO’ of the Company. Being one of
the founding members and the
longest serving Chief Executive
Officer, Mr. Jakhura can
undoubtedly be described as the
stimulus behind the growth of CDC
from a small setup to a ten floor
edifice.
His journey with CDC began in 1994
as an Executive Director and
Company Secretary. In March 2002
he was elevated to the position of
CEO, a tenure he served with
utmost dedication till he embarked
on his final voyage. This over two
decade long association helped
achieve several milestones
of success for the
Company.
It was
through his
initiative
and

professionalism that CDC ventured
into auxiliary industry sectors,
creating a diversified business
milieu for the Company. The Trustee
and Custodial Services and Share
Registrar and Transfer Agent
Services were both established
under his leadership, which later
became the trend setter services in
their respective industry sectors,
attesting to his visionary outlook.
Mr. Jakhura was far-sighted. He felt
that much needs to be done to make
capital market an integral and
prosperous entity of Pakistan’s
economy. Moving beyond
depository’s everyday matters, he
initiated the idea of holding investor
education awareness and cultivation
activities under CDC’s banner in
2005. Increasing investor base in
Pakistan Capital Market became
one of those paramount
aspirations which Mr.
Jakhura was always
mindful of. So much so
that the process has now
become ingrained in

CDC’s identity as a custodian,
generating confidence and
motivation in the investing public
towards the Capital Market.
His most remarkable contribution,
however, is that he kept leading
CDC on a route to sustainability.
Several information security and
business continuity management
standards were acquired during his
time in office to ensure endurance of
systems in times of crises. The
integrity of his efforts in this regard
was validated in entirety at the time
of his death, when despite his
sudden demise the Company
continued serving Pakistan’s
investors without even the minutest
interruption.
CDC will complete 20 years of
service this September, and Mr.
Jakhura had been there since the
beginning. No less than a lifetime
was dedicated to the Company,
winning trust, recognition and
success all along.
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Industry Condolences (Global)
I am deeply saddened by the loss of Mr. Muhammad,
someone very special to me; I really appreciated him very
much. For many years I felt his kindness and friendship. I
remember sitting with him in many CSD meetings, where
we were able to share experiences, but most of all his gentle
soul. He really will be truly missed and I will include him in
my daily prayers.

Mr. Hanif was an immensely treasured asset to CDC
Pakistan as well as ACG. Mr. Hanif was also an
18-year-long dearest old friend to me and CSDC. He will be
always missed by ACG members as the excellent chairman of
ACG. I also cherished every dialogue and shared moment
with him, which always refreshed me with his insights into
the depository and settlement industry.

Jorge Jaramillo
Chairman
World Forum of CSDs (WFC)

Dr. ZHOU Ming
Chairman of the Board
China Securities Depository and Clearing
Corporation
DAI Wenhua
General Manager
China Securities Depository and Clearing
Corporation

Although I did not have the honor of meeting him in person,
I hear he was a truly remarkable person who was very
respected and esteemed in the CSD community, not only for
his contribution to the capital market of Pakistan, but also
for his role in representing Asia-Pacific CSDs in the global
arena as Chairman of the ACG Executive Committee. He has
left behind an enormous gap and will be sorely missed.

He was not just a living icon to countless individuals in the
capital market community, having participated in many new
communities to develop international organizations such as
the Asia-Pacific CSD Group (ACG) – he was a true leader. It
is no exaggeration to say that he was a very special person.
Dealing with him has always been a valuable experience; and
I am proud to have called him my friend.

Lee Byungrhae
Chairman and CEO
Korea Securities Depository

Mohammadreza Mohseni
CEO and President
Central Securities Depository of Iran

In my own name and on behalf of National Settlement
Depository I wish to express our solidarity with you during
this painful time and convey my heartfelt condolences for
this loss. I was remarkably touched by his professional
determination, strong leadership, his contribution to the
development of financial market and outstanding personality.

We lost a true friend and human and not only us but the
entire Asia Pacific Region.

Eddie Astanin
Chairman of the Executive Board
National Settlement Depository, Russia

He was so humble to accept our invitation to visit Sri Lanka
and grace the occasion of our 25th Anniversary celebration
event.
The best that you could do is to continue the good work done
by him and we will ensure our fullest corporation to CDC
Pakistan.

Nalin Fonseka
Head of Central Depository Systems
Colombo Stock Exchange
On behalf of team CDS Sri Lanka
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Mr Hanif’s quiet, warm personality and enthusiasm for his
work made an impression on me. I have a lovely photo of him
presenting me with a CDC plate which is all the more special
now.

Belinda Lewis
British Deputy High Commissioner Karachi

We will always carry in our memories, Mr Hanif's warm
inclusiveness and personable touch.

Boon-Hiong Chan
Market Advocacy APAC, MENA
Global Transaction Banking, Deutsche Bank
AG
We are so shocked to hear the news and it’s hard to believe
that our good friend Mr. Hanif is not with us now. May his
soul rest in peace.

Dev Prakash Gupta
Chief Executive Officer
CDS and Clearing Limited, Nepal

Mr. Hanif made remarkable contributions to CDC Pakistan
as well as ACG. His departure is a great loss to both. I
believe SHCH together with the rest of ACG members will
always cherish his outstanding contributions.

ZHOU Rongfang
General Manager
Shanghai Clearing House

It is definitely a great loss not only to CDC Pakistan but also
the international CSD community especially ACG where his
chairmanship and guidance for the association was much
needed.

Chua Kong Khai
Chief Market Operations Officer
Bursa Malaysia Bhd
It is definitely a great loss for all of us. Mr. Muhammad
Hanif Jakhura was a valuable and highly respected
member of the Asia-Pacific CSD Group and he had
contributed a lot for the global securities market.

Yelena Studenina
President
Central Securities Depository, Kazakhstan

Mr. Hanif will be missed greatly. I enjoyed getting to know
him. Talking to Mr. Hanif was always a pleasure and very
informative.

We are shocked and very sorry to hear this sad news. Please
convey our deep condolences to Mr. Hanif's family and the
colleagues of CDC Pakistan! May his soul rest in peace.

Alexandre Kech
Head of Securities Markets & Standards
APAC
SWIFT

Raymond Bo
Hong Kong Monetary Authority – Central
Moneymarkets Unit

On behalf of Thailand Securities Depository Co., Limited
(TSD), may I express my sincere condolences to CDC Pakistan
and Mr Muhammad Hanif’s family for this loss. May his soul
rest in peace.

We are very sorry to hear this shocking sad news. On behalf of
HKEX and HKSCC, we want to express our deep condolences
to Mr. Hanif's family and the colleagues of CDC Pakistan! May
the departed soul rest in peace!

Yupawan Sirichainarumitr
Managing Director
Thailand Securities Depository Co., Limited

Calvin Tai
Managing Director & Head Of Clearing
Hong Kong Exchanges and Clearing Limited
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Junaid Jamshed

Junaid Jamshed was undoubtedly one of the most celebrated singers in Pakistan's music
industry. He had a career flashing with hit albums and record breaking singles, so much so
that one of his hit songs "Dil Dil Pakistan" can easily be termed as an unofficial anthem of
Pakistan which is often played during cricket matches and on national holidays.
Junaid Jamshed's life's path took a pronounced turn in 2001. He disappeared from the stage
and stardom he once swore allegiance to, only to appear in the public domain three years later
as a naatkhwan. He gave up his old life of showbiz for a life of a religious figure. Yet his fans
remained loyal, welcoming recitations of naats and hamds in his angelic voice. In the later
years of his life he was more widely recognized as an Islamic scholar.
Later on he also launched his own brand of nonalcoholic perfumes and traditional Pakistani
apparel.
Junaid Jamshed died at the age of 52 in the ill-fated PIA Fokker crash near Chitral. The whole
nation remembers his heart warming smile and soulful voice, with his work during both
phases of his life being celebrated equally by the Pakistani people.

Abdul Sattar Edhi

His name became a brand, a brand of humanitarianism.
Edhi Foundations presence is found in every nook and corner of Pakistan.
Spreading a message of welfare for all, Abdul Sattar Edhi built a system that
serves every segment of the society without discrimination.
Born in a Memon, Gujarati family, Edhi migrated to Pakistan with his family
in 1947, and started serving the people of Pakistan at a very early age. He
formally began his work of social development from a small dispensary in
Mithadar, one of the oldest neighbourhoods of Karachi. With unwavering
determination, he went on to establish the first ever network of ambulances in
Pakistan, serving the entire nation. Moreover, he also set up orphanages, old
age homes, centers for mentally challenged and also an animal shelter.
Even in his death he ended up serving humanity by donating his eyes. He was
honored with a state funeral, where in a military service he was given guard of
honor by Pakistan’s armed forces.
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Amjad Sabri

Born in the house of the one and only Ghulam Fareed Qawwal, Amjad
Sabri was destined to inherit the beacon of hope and love that his father
and uncle enlightened the world with. In the footsteps of his father, Amjad
Sabri started learning qawwali from a very young age. His first stage
performance was when he was only 12 years old.
Accompanied by the legacy of his family Amjad Sabri travelled the world
representing the qawali music that was long forgotten. Wherever he went,
people welcomed him and in a very short span of time Amjad Sabri
became the face of Sufi music. He also sang many of the classics his uncles
were famous for such as “Bhar Do Jholi” and “Tajdar e Haram”.
On September 22, 2016 after his appearance in a local morning show
where his beautiful voice was celebrated, no one could foresee that this was
the last time they were hearing his voice. Amjad Sabri was murdered near
the monument which was made in his father’s name. Hate took him away,
but no one can take away the message of love he left behind.

Fatima Surraya Bajiya

With over half a century long association with PTV, Fatima Surraya
Bajiya was a household name in the country. As an Urdu novelist,
playwright and drama writer, Bajiya wrote some of the most popular
drama serials for the Pakistani silver screen. She won many awards for
her work, including the highest civil award of Japan.
The most astonishing aspect of her life is perhaps the fact that she was
homeschooled in her childhood. Despite never attending any formal
academic institution she was proficient in Arabic, Persian, English and
Urdu literature and history and would always be considered one of the
eminent intellectuals and literary figures of Pakistan.
She died at the age of 85 after a prolonged battle with cancer.
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